St. James Episcopal Church
February 1, 2026 10:30 am

MATTHEW 5:1-12

Guests: Thank you for worshipping at Saint James’. We invite you
to participate in the worship to the extent you feel comfortable. The
page numbers printed in this bulletin refer to the books in the pew:
the red Book of Common Prayer; and the blue Hymnal 1982. Please fill
out a Guest Card so we may have a record of your visit with us and
pick up a Guest Packet on the table at the entrance. Please join us in
the Parish Hall following services for refreshments and fellowship.
We hope you enjoy worshipping with us, and we thank you for the
gift of your presence.

“Enter as strangers, leave as friends.”



The Word of the Lord

Prelude:

Processional:
Hail to the Lord's Anointed Hymnal 616
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Priest : Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God Gloria in excelsis Schubert Prayer Book 356
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God,
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

Priest: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Priest: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on
earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us
your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Micah 6: 1-8

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the
hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you
enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his
people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of



Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of
Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened
from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” “With
what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I
come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be
pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall I
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15  Please sing the antiphon after the choir introduces it, and as indicated.

David of Bethlehem (Scripture) Psalm 15
Antiphon Don Kirby
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1. Lord, who may dwell in your tab-er-na- cle? Who may a-bide in your ho-ly hill?

Cantor: 2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right,
who speaks the truth from his heart.

3 There is no guile upon his tongue;

he does no evil to his friend;

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. Antiphon

Cantor: 4 In his sight the wicked is rejected,
but he honors those who fear the Lord.

5 He has sworn to do no wrong

and does not take back his word. Antiphon

Cantor: 6 He does not give his money in hope of gain,
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things

shall never be over thrown. Antiphon



Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-31

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is
stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not
many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing
things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written,
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

“Tis the gift to be simple ~ SIMPLE GIFTS Hymnal 554

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel: Matthew 5: 1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down,
his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying;:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.



“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward
is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you."

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev Ken Kesselus

Nicene Creed

The Nicene Creed (all stand and say in unison) Prayer Book 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is —seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Intercessor: The Prayers of the People (Form II) Prayer Book 385
After each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishops
Andrew, Hector, Kai, Jeff, Brian, Ken, for this gathering; and for all ministers
and people.

Pray for the Church.

Silence next pg please



And we pray for ourselves at St. James that your spirit will enable our vestry to
call a godly priest to serve as our next rector.

Pray for our church.

Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; for the well-being
of all people; and for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries: Marlene
Aungier, Sue & John McLean. {PRAYER LIST]

Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in
prison.

Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially [PRAYER LIST]
Pray for those who have died.
Silence

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been Honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence

We remember in our prayers today: [PRAYER LIST]

You are invited to add your own petitions and intercessions either silently or aloud.

Confession Prayer Book 360
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbor as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake
of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest gives absolution



Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Birthdays and Anniversaries

The Holy Communion
Offertory: Lord, for Thy Tender Mercies' Sake Choir
W: Lidley's Prayers 1566; M: Richard Farrant (c. 1525-1580)
Richard Farrant (c. 1525 - 30 November 1580) was an English composer, musical
dramatist, theater founder, and Master of the Children of the Chapel Royal.
During his life he established himself as a successful composer. He developed
the English drama considerably and founded the first Blackfriars Theatre. He is
credited as the first to write verse-anthemes.

Lord, for thy tender mercy's sake,

lay not our sins to our charge,

but forgive that is past,

and give us grace to amend our sinful lives.

To decline from sin and incline to virtue,
that we may walk in a perfect heart before thee,
now and evermore.

All Sing: Doxology Old 100th: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving-Prayer A Prayer Book 361
Priest: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

next page please



Sanctus (Schubert) All Sing: Hymn S-130
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God
of power and might, heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Please kneel or stand

Priest continues: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for
yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he
was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me."

Celebrant and People Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Priest:

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father... continued BCP 363
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. AMEN.

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread Prayer Book 364

Priest: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation to the Lord’s table

Communion All baptized Christians are invited to the Lord’s Table.

Blest are the pure in heart ~FRANCONIA Hymnal 656
I want to walk as a child of the light HOUSTON Hymnal 490
Postcommunion Prayer (please stand or kneel) Prayer Book 365

Priest: Let us pray.

All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spir-
itual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Final Blessing
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  BIRMINGHAM Hymnal 437

Dismissal: Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God.

Worship Team this Sunday
LEM Jimmy Helms  Acolyte Luke Herbrich
Lector Emily Moore Intercessor Susannah Mikulin
Ushers Mary & Larry Kahanek  Vestry Lil Landry
Altar Guild: All teams
Flowers have been given to the Glory of God.
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+++ANNOUNCEMENTS+++
SUPPER CLUB FOR 2026
A signup sheet is now posted in the Parish Hall which shows available dates
and suggestions for our Supper Club. Please look it over and offer to host or co-
host an event, which can be in a home, restaurant, Parish Hall, etc. Available
dates are listed so that there are no conflicts with other church events. Supper
Club is our Social Ministry - an occasion to socialize with old and new friends
and to invite guests. Supper Club enhances the loving fellowship in our church.
Ann Campbell and Carol Helms are available to help with party planning.

Discover the joy of playing the Mountain Dulcimer

It is not too late to join They come in many sizes and shapes - with several
names. They are also called Appalachian dulcimers and lap dulcimers; by any
name, the easiest of all instruments to play. An intimate instrument, played on
the lap, their quiet pleasing sound endears them to beginners and artists. Jim
and Julie Holmes led a dulcimer group several years ago, so you may have one
tucked in a closet - or know someone with one you might borrow. The 10-week
course led by Don Kirby meets Thursdays at 1:30 pm.

AM.E.N.:
St James” work day is Monday, February 9, 2026. Contact Fran Mason if
interested in volunteering or for information.

Men’s Club Meeting:
Feb 9th at Sealand Restaurant at 6pm.. Host: Ed Dykes Co-hosts: Austin Bay,
Chuck Gibson, Guy Mason, and Dan Boyles.

Holy Smokers Cook

The next cook is Feb 14th and will benefit Turtle Wing Foundation.

Men's Club Meeting will be held Monday, Feb 9th at Sealand. Hosts: Ed Dykes,
Austin Bay.



ECW Bake Sale
The next bake sale will be Saturday, Feb 14th and will benefit St James' Pre-

school.

Second Chance Emporium
St James’ next work week is Feb 17 —21, 2026. Call Lil Landry to volunteer.

Bishop Ryan to visit St James' Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026 at 10:30am service. If
you are interested being confirmed or received, please let Ken know.
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St. James’ Episcopal Church and Preschool
In the Diocese of Texas
156 N. Monroe St./PO Box 507 La Grange, TX 78945
Church Office: 979.968.3910  Preschool: 979.639.1346

Email: cathy@stjameslagrange.org Webstte: stjameslagrange.org

Rev Ken Kesselus 512-940-7897  Ken.Kesselus@gmail.com
Bishop The Right Rev Andrew Doyle
Regional Bishop The Right Rev Kai Ryan
Support Priest The Rev Ken Kesselus
Music Directors Don and Mary Kirby
Cellist Luke Huser
Vestry Senior Warden Joe Jameson, Junior Warden John Saunders, Marlene
Aungier, Kathi Austin, Joe Bailey, Susie Glasscock, Lil Landry, Treasurer Eric
Batchelder, Clerk Carolyn Cheatham Sexton Paul (Trey) Cheatham
Director St. James’ Preschool Laurie Krupala
St. James’ Accountant Evelyn Grant
Parish Administrator Cathy Sterman



